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Innovative new shingle locally produoeg

By Doug Coxson
HomesStyle Reporter

WHITECHURCH - During his 20
‘years as a contractor, local entepre-
eur Murray Simpson has scen a lot
of roofs and a lot of oof damage,

‘About eight years ago, Simpson
says he began (o notice the cnduring
durabilty o scel shingles manufac-
twred for homes in the early 1900s.
“The sturdy material was impervious
10 the clements but the nails holding.
the shingles 1o the roof were being
subjected 10 a tremendous beating
and often had 10 be replaced.

Several yearslaterand afer several
experiments with different types of
machines and ideas, Simpson now
has a product that matches the inten-
tion and stabilty of steel shingles
made over 80 years ago, while im-
proving on the design.

Miade with pre-painted galvanized
steel,the Diamond Roofing System,
s stamped to Stffen the steel and  SHingle. The new product i ocaly designed and manutacured.
improvethe lookofthe shingle. Work- going (0 be loose.” The Diamond  under constuction along Hwy 86 in
ing on the model of old-style sicel ~Roof utlizes specially designed fas-  the village of Whitechurch. With an
shingles createdinrectangularshapes,  teners thathide the nail orscrew from  average roof needing approximately.
‘Simpson had rouble makingthe shin-  theclementsbyoverlappingeachshin- 1,000 shingles, Simpson’s machine.
gle seams on available cquipment.  gle. Any water blown under the shin-  can make betueen 2,000 and 3,000
Afteratiending a trade show in Mo~ gle overlap is reflected back by a  shingles aday. Ready-made shingles

treal Simpsonsaideverythingseemed  curved lip- will be warchoused in the building.
o fall into place in relation to the  Word of mouth about the Diamond  and,depending on the demand, more.
diamond:shape design and angle.  design spread quickly following his  stamping machines willbe purchased.

An existing machine wasn't avail- — company’s. re-shingling of the 90- The tamped designand cuting il
abletomake the hingles,soSimpson  year-old Goderich Library which had _be completedbyacompany in Gorric.
took his ideas to 4 company in Lon-  originalscelroofingin place that,nol. “There are a lotof people who are.
don who designed and builtone that (o Simpson’s surprise, was for the  dissatsfied with the asphaltshingles.
would stamp out the innovative new  most part sl intact.“That's a good  rightnow, sol think the timingisright
desin. example of the long life of the prod- o offer something different,” says.
“We feel we've gol everyone beat uct” e says. Simpson.

as far as quality.” be says. “Alotof _The shingles, which come in 20 The company i planning a late-
steelshinglesaresurfacescrewedand  different colours and allow for the  winer marketing litzofthe S19:area.
as far aslong life, | think afierabout implementation of various designs, — code using flyers lustrating (he Dia-
15 0r 20 years that serew or il was  will be manufictured in 4 building mond Roofing product
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